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SECRET MBFR VIENNA 0056 

E.O.l 1652: GDS 
TAGS: PARM, NATO 

SUBJECT: MBFR: INFORMAL SESSION WITH EASTERN REPS ON FEBRUARY 
18, 1975 

1. BEGIN SUMMARY: IN THE FEBRUARY 18 INFORMAL SESSION 
OF THE VIENNA TALKS, THE ALLIES WERE REPRESENTED BY THE 
CANADIAN REP, FRG REP AND US DEPREP, AND THE EAST BY 
SOVIET REPS KHLESTOV AND SMIRNOVSKY, POLISH REP STRULAK 
AND GDR REP OESER. DISCUSSION WAS ACTIVE BUT NO SUBSTANTIAL 
NEW ELEMENTS EMERGED IN THE EASTERN POSITION. 

2. FRG REP LED OFF WITH COMPLAINT THAT AN EASTERN OFFICIAL 
HAD DELIBERATELY LEAKED DETAILS OF THE EASTERN NO-INCREASE 
PROPOSAL FOLLOWING THE FEBRUARY 13 PLENARY. HE STATED THAT 
THE MAJOR REASONS FOR LACK OF PROGRESS IN THE VIENNA NEGOTIA- 
TIONS THUS FAR WERE EASTERN INSISTENCE ON CONTRACTUALIZING 
THE MAJOR GROUND FORCE DISPARITY IN THE AREA, PERSISTENT 
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EASTERN EFFORTS TO GAIN AGREEMENT THAT NATIONAL CEILINGS 
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SHOULD BE IMPOSED ON THE FORCES OF INDIVIDUAL WESTERN PAR- 
TICIPANTS, AND EASTERN REFUSAL TO DISCUSS THE ACTUAL FACTS 
OF THE EXISTING SITUATION THROUGH AN EXCHANGE OF DATA. 

3. IN RESPONSE, KHLESTOV CLAIMED THAT ALLIED REPS WERE 

THE MAIN VIOLATORS OF THE CONFIDENTIALITY OF THE NEGOTIATIONS, 
CITING PRESS BRIEFING BY NETHERLANDS REP ON DECEMBER 12, 1974, 

AT THE CLOSE OF THE LAST ROUND REGARDING WESTERN NO-INCREASE 
PROPOSAL FOR AIR MANPOWER. GDR REP OESER RENEWED 
EASTERN CHARGES THAT THE WEST WAS DEPARTING FROM 
THE PRINCIPLES AGREED IN THE PREPARATORY TALKS. CANADIAN 
REP PRESENTED THE REASONS WHY THE ALLIES BELIEVED THAT THE 
EAST SHOULD COMPENSATE FOR GEOGRAPHIC DISPARITIES BY 
TAKING MORE REDUCTIONS. STRULAK ATTACKED THE WESTERN 
GEOGRAPHIC DISPARITIES ARGUMENT. HE THEN MADE CASE FOR 
THE EASTERN PROPOSAL FOR A NO-INCREASE COMMITMENT, AKSING 
WESTERN REPS TO RECONSIDER THEIR NEGATIVE POSITION AND CLAIMING 
THAT WESTERN REFUSAL TO AGREE TO THIS PROPOSAL CAUSED DOUBTS 
ON THE PART OF THE EAST AS TO WHETHER WEST DID NOT AFTER ALL CON 
TEMPLATE INCREASING ITS FORCES. ALLIED REPS SAID THAT CHANGES IN 
FRG AND US FORCES CITED BY EASTERN REPS WERE NOT MANPOWER 
INCREASES BUT REORGANIZATION, THAT THE ALLIES DID NOT CURRENTLY 
INTEND TO INCREASE THEIR FORCE TOTALS, BUT THAT THEY REFUSED 
TO CONTR ACTUALIZE EXISTING DISPARITIES OR RELINQUISH THE 
RIGHT TO MAKE UP FOR THEM UNLESS THE EAST WAS READY TO 
COMMIT ITSELF TO ELIMINATING THESE DISPARITIES, AND THAT IF 
EAST WERE GENUNINELY CONCERNED ABOUT INCREASES IN FORCE LEVELS, 
THE BEST WAY TO CLARIFY THESE CONCERNS WAS TO ENTER INTO DATA 
EXCHANGE RIGHT AWAY. 

4. IN HIS CLOSING REMARKS, KHLESTOV ASKED ALLIED REPS TO 
KEEP IN MIND THE POSSIBILITY OF AN INITIAL FIRST STEP 
AGREEMENT. HE SAID THIS WOULD BE A STEP ON THE WAY TO SUBSTANTIAL 
REDUCTIONS RATHER THAN AS A SUBSTITUTE FOR SUBSTANTIAL 
REDUCTIONS. ALLIED REPS REPLIED THAT POSSIBLE MISUNDER- 
STANDINGS ABOUT EASTERN WILLINGNESS TO AGREE TO SUBSTANTIAL 
REDUCTIONS WOULD BE ELIMINATED IF EAST WOULD AGREE NOW TO 
GIVE PRIORITY TO A FIRST REDUCTION AGREEMENT ENTAILING 
SUBSTANTIAL REDUCTIONS WHICH TOOK DUE ACCOUNT OF DISPARITIES. 

IT WILL BE NOTED THAT IN THESE REMARKS KHLESTOV SOUGHT TO 
SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 03 MBFRV 00056 191801Z 

REVIVE THE EASTERN INITIAL REDUCTION STEP PROPOSAL AS A 
SUBJECT OF DISCUSSION AS FORESHADOWED BY SOME SMIRNOVSKY 
COMMENTS IN THE PREVIOUS SESSION. 

5. IT WAS AGREED TO HOLD THE NEXT INFORMAL SESSION ON 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 25. END SUMMARY. 

REMAINDER OF REPORT BEING SENT VIA AIRGRAM.DEAN 
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